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SEA AND SHIPS WITH THE GEORGIAN FLAGS ON THE FRESCO
OF SVETITSKHOVELI CATHEDRAL

MANANA GABASHVILI

The Black Sea in the history of Georgia was always of the utmost importance. However, the propaganda has been
actively conducted regarding alienation of the Georgians towards the Black Sea since Russian invasion in Georgia
(1801). Although this policy left its mark on Georgian scientists, the Black Sea has remained important in Geor-
gian and foreign legends and sagas (the legend about Argonauts and Medea), in faith and imaginations of Georgian
people, in rich ethnological and archeological material, folklore, architecture, on routine items and coins. In certain
events, it has been reflected in monetary policy of Georgia as well. The maritime symbols can be found in some
Georgian Feudal Cadency Coats of Arms. The novel by Shota Rustaveli, ,,Knight in the Panther’s Skin® is particu-
larly noteworthy as well, where the navy space and navigation occupy significant place. This novel demonstrates the
deep erudition of the author in this sphere. This extremely famous book amongst Georgians never entailed discon-
nection of Georgian people with the sea world. Some aspects of history of Georgia (including history of cities and
city life) can be explained with the maritime issues solely. The Sea has already played the crucial role in formation
of Georgian character and peculiarities of its culture.

Attitude of Georgian people to the Black Sea is as well evident from the name of the Sea. In Georgian and foreign
sources we can find: ,,Sea of Colchis®, ,,Sea of Laz People* (name of Colchis was replaced with Lazia (Pontus)),
»Sea of Ispir (aka Iberia), ,,Sea of Georgians®, ,,Sea of Mengrelians*, ,,Sea of David® etc. These names are some-
times adjusted to the most important political events of Georgian state, for instance unification of Georgia in the X
century, which is demonstrated in the work by an anonymous Persian author as the ,,Sea of Georgians®. Various
materials can be found about Georgian Navy Fleet (by Hippocrates, Apollonius of Rhodes, Callimachus etc.) noting
its best technical and tactical features, distant sailing where they have been establishing own factories. Later, East-
ern and European authors of Middle Ages provided the material about Georgian sailing.

The Fresco in the main Cathedral of Georgia — Svetitskhoveli also reflects a certain stage and policy of the maritime
history of Georgia and promotes these topics. The Fresco in Svetitskhoveli provides the stormy sea world depicted
thereon with the sailing ships bearing the Georgian Flags (XVII cent.) and hence, is paramount with its realistic as
well as symbolic context. They express the consequences of the takeover of the Byzantium by Ottoman Empire in
1453, when the Black Sea was converted into the ,,Ottoman Lake®. The Fresco reflects (with various European sym-
bols) the trends of Europeanization so characteristic for Georgia of the XVII century, when the idea of establishing
the Anti-Ottoman Coalition jointly with Europeans became so extremely relevant. And Georgian Flags (which can
even be found on European portolans) serve another confirmation of existence of Georgian navigation, recalcitrance
and struggle against Ottoman expansion. Ottomans had to consider the factor of Georgians, the ships of which ac-
tively navigated in the Black Sea back in the XVII century as well and their ports were still attractive for the ships
from various countries.

1561 DIOGO HOMEM, PORTOLAN CHART, BIBLIOTECA PALATINA, PARMA, 8§7X128 CM

112 3960ezRN 2016



Summaries in english

HISTORICAL SYMBOLS OF BOHEMIA, MORAVIA AND SILESIA AND THEIR DISPLAY
ON THE CONTEMPORARY ARMS AND FLAGS OF CZECH REGIONS

PETR EXNER

THE HISTORICAL SYMBOLS Historical symbols accompany society for centuries and their expressiveness, orig-
inality, and also willingness of the people to identify with them enables to fulfill the role they carry since their in-
ception also in the present time. THE FLAMBOYANT EAGLE Since the 10th century, the Princedom of Bohemia
governed by the Przemyslides dynasty was the oldest state entity on the territory of Bohemia. The Przemyslides’
symbol was the flamboyant or flamy eagle. The original proof of its display is available on the coin of Prince Frid-
rich from 1179-1181. The eagle was surrounded by little crosses that should probably represent the flames around its
wings. According to the dubious annalist Dalimil, the flamboyant eagle should be adopted by the Prince Brzetislaw
I (1034-1055) who was also authorized to announce his arrival to the Imperial Diet ,,by flames“. The flamboyant
eagle was in use until death of King Wenceslaus I (1205-1253). The oldest color representation of the flamboyant
eagle has been known from the Abbess Kunhuta passional’s illustration dated 1313.

THE BOHEMIAN LION In 1182, the Przemyslides domains in Moravia (Brno, Olomouc, and Znojmo) were trans-
formed into a margraviate and Konrad III Otta of Zneim (Znojmo) became the first margrave. The heraldic charge
of a lion appeared on the seal of Margrave Wladislaus Heinrich from 1213 for the first time. Existence of a silver
double-tailed lion in the red shield has been supported by the evidence from 1247. Then the son of King Wenceslaus
I and the margrave of Moravia Przemysl Ottokar I displayed such a symbol. After death of his father, he became the
King of Bohemia and commenced to use double-tailed lion instead of family emblem as the arms of the kingdom.
The flamboyant eagle was increasingly associated with the figure of Saint Wenceslaus (1935) from the Przemyslides
family and later even called ,,the St Wenceslaus eagle®.

THE MORAVIAN EAGLE In the same period, the margraviate of Moravia adopted the new arms. Margrave Prze-
mysl (1209-1239), the youngest son of Przemysl.

Ottokar [ married daughter of Otto, Duke of Merania. In this way, he also gained an entitlement to the Andechs leg-
acy of Merania and the right to use a silver eagle in blue shield as his arms. In 1268, Ulrich III of Spanheim, Duke
of Carinthia (1256-1269) as the last member of his family, transferred his domains to his first cousin, the Bohemian
King Przemysl Ottokar II. The duke’s arms were chequered in silver and red. Thus, Przemysl Ottokar II introduced
new arms of Moravia — he completed an eagle in the blue shield with a silver-red chequering.

THE SILESIAN EAGLE Between 1335 and 1742, Silesia was a part of the Lands of the Czech crown. However,
Silesia belonged to the Czech state between 1039 and 1050 already under rule of the Przemyslide Prince Brzetislaw
L. Later on, Silesia was a part of Polish state as the Piast princedom. Therefore, it displayed the Piast eagle. The Low-
er Silesia showed a black eagle with a silver perisonium in the golden shield (Wroclaw) while the Upper Silesia used
a golden eagle in the blue shield (Opole). In the course of time, Silesia disintegrated into several lesser princedoms,
which predominantly used an eagle in their arms too.

CONTEMPORARY REGIONAL SYMBOLS OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC the Czech Republic was established
on 1.1.1993 when the former Czech and Slovak Federal Republic was divided into two separate countries. The
constitution of a newly born state has stipulated that the Czech Republic consists of the communities forming the
basic self-governing units of the territorial administration. The higher territorial self-governing units are to be set as
regions (kraj). The Sub-Committee for heraldry and vexillology issued a list of criteria with those the granted arms
and flags would comply. These criteria stipulate a quartered shield of French style for the arms similarly to the coat
of arms of Czechia. The first and the most prominent quarter is to be charged with the arms of the historical land
(Bohemia, Moravia or Silesia) where the relevant region or its predominant part is situated. The other quarters have
to symbolize regional administrative center (e.g. the charge of its municipal arms) and the region itself. The flag is
of a heraldic type repeating the arms and being in ratio 2:3. All regional coats of arms and flags of Czech regions
were assigned between June 2001 and March 2004.
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HISTORICAL HERITAGE IN TERRITORIAL HERALDRY OF MODERN BELARUS
MARINA ELINSKAYA

Since its independence in 1991, symbols and heraldry are the State administered issues in Belarus. Those are cur-
rently regulated by the Decree ,,On creation of Heraldry Council at the President’s office of Belarus and the Law
,»on Official Heraldry Symbols“ (enacted in 2012). Archive and Clerical Work Department under the Ministry of
Justice manages all kinds of activities of the state departments and organizations related with the development,
introduction, register and use of the official heraldry symbols. Arms and flags for the territorial units are set by the
Decrees of the President of Belarus.

An arm with the silver rider on the red field and the flag with the three horizontal lines: white colored up and the low-
est line and red colored middle line, were used as the state symbols from 1991 — 1995. The new state symbols were
adopted as a result of the referendum in 1995 and finally determined by the Law with the same title in 2004. Despite
the resemblance between the modern and soviet Belarus arms and flags, the new ones are contemporary in terms of
heraldry and ideology, reflecting current country development trends. At the same time, the arm ,,Pogonya‘“ is the
subject of scrupulous scientific research as it is an ancient national symbol of Belarus, coming from the old days.
The main steps of evolution of this arm have been revealed, as long as numerous documents, scripts and artifacts
prove this arm was state, territorial and domain heraldry symbol for many centuries. The arm ,,Pogonya“ is listed as
intangible manifestation of cultural achievement of humanity and ranked as historical — cultural heritage of Belarus.

The town heraldry tradition dates back several centuries. Many towns have been granted the status of ,,Magdeburg
rights* since the 15th century before the territories of the Belarus became the part of the Russian Empire. The town
arm is the proof of special legal state of the domain and its political and economic independence, thus it is inevitable
element of self-governance. The oldest seal with this arm belongs to the ancient town Polotsk (1499) — the center of
the dukedom. The town arm at that time and later, during two centuries, was widely used — the design of the town
arm was depicted on the buildings of town halls and magistrates. The town seal was not just used on Magistrate
documents but was also employed as the quality mark of the produced and exported goods, as for example in Minsk.

Those days the arm had two main purposes, representative was one of them. The town symbol was reflecting his-
torical circumstances of the town origin and its geographic features. For instance, the arms of the towns close to the
border of the dukedom Litovski, have elements of some arm forces, various defense constructions, such as towers,
castle walls and the gates. The other towns have labor activities, goods and trade relations portrayed on their arms.
Some town arms are representing their owner, with some family signs on the arms, thereby used for recognition
purposes. For instance the symbols of Radzivils and Sapegov from Magnatski family were depicted on the arms of
Nesvizha and Slonima. The arms were also reflecting the religious ideology of those days (the portraits of the Chris-
tian saints). Since the Partitions of Poland, when the territories of Belarus were gradually becoming the part of the
Russian Empire (1772, 1793 and 1795) and afterwards, the development of arms of the provinces and towns were
regulated by common rules. They were adopted by the decrees of the Russian monarchs. This tradition differed from
the Polish — Lithuanian State and territorial heraldry tradition — the upper, dominant part was dedicated for either the
state arm of the Russian Empire or arm of the province and the lower part for the own arms element of the domin-
ion. The popular themes during these days were the victory of Russian armed forces, progress of entrepreneurship
in towns and common activities of the population. The province arms had their own character — decorated with the
crown and with the laurel and oak wreaths as well as ribbons. The language of heraldry is universal. As part of the
national cultural, heraldry is unique and distinctive in every state. It has its identity and reflects the history, culture
and tradition of the nation during the centuries. The historic arms of Belarus are reconstructed based on different
sigillographical, numismatic, heraldry and other sources, museum exhibits. But mainly using archive documents.

The Belarus, Russian, Polish and Lithuanian archives have preserved the charters of the Polish and Russian mon-
archs, materials of the heraldry departments and other documents that allow comprehensive study of the develop-
ment of symbols and heraldry in Belarus.

Heraldry, as one of the vivid European traditions, has not just ingrained in intangible culture of Belarusians, but also
is widely used in practice.

The new territorial heraldry and vexillology is based on the historical heritage and tradition, using the experience of
the centuries and adopting territorial symbols that are so close to the people and modern reality.
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ATRIBUTED HERALDRY
ZACHARY KIKNADZE

In this article the author is telling the story of ,,Attributed Arms®, and explains the character and circumstances of
creation of such examples as the Coat of Arms of ,,Nine Worthies®, Biblical patriarchs and prophets, Jesus Christ,
saints, Satan, and legendary and real kings and heroes of the ancient and early medieval world who lived before the
start of the age of heraldry.

FIGURED SYMBOL ON MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN COINS: ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATION
IRAKLI PAGHAVA

We can find so-called figured symbol of a peculiar shape on the Georgian Coins of decent mint, dated (rarely,
undated) with 420 year of Chronology (=1200), bearing the names of the King Tamar and David Soslan. It is as
well depicted on the silver coinage (reversed) of the Queen Rusudan, and with the vignette-styled spurs, as well as
on the copper coins of Demetrius II the Devoted and David VIII the Unruly. The same symbol in to some extent
modified form can be found on the stone-steles, so-called ,,Arms* of the King Tamar and the King Lasha-Giorgi. It
has obtained the honorary mention in contemporary Georgian Heraldry as well (especially, in the system of Border
Forces of Georgia). However, meaning of this symbol is the subject of discussions. The work by David Kapanadze,
dedicated to this symbol is particularly noteworthy. According to the author, it is the cadency mark of Bagrationi
dynasty. Teimuraz Barnaveli criticized the opinions of the predecessors; according to him, this figured symbol is the
monogram containing the names of the King Tamar and the King David. The version of T. Barnaveli takes roots in
contemporary Georgian numismatic historiography. We disagree with this version, as consider it to be groundless.
The work is dedicated to the critical consideration of the hypothesis by the respected author Teimuraz Barnaveli. As
a conclusion, we presume that the hereof symbol is not the monogram of the King David and the King Tamar (or
any other person/persons), and with high probability, it is the ,,cadency mark of the Bagrationi dynasty®, in other
words, it is the patrimonial seal of Georgian representatives of Bagrationi dynasty.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS OF BORDER GUARDS
TEMUR CHACHANIDZE

On August 8, 1992, the State Council of Georgia adopted a resolution according to which the decree on ,,The Pro-
tection of the State Border™ would enter into force from September 1 of the same year. On July 5, 1993, the first
Georgian border unit, the Akhaltsikhe Training Detachment was formed. From December 1998 the process of trans-
ferring from the Russians the border with Turkey started and was completed in the early 2000. At the same time the
Georgian border guards were carrying out protection of the state borders with Azerbaijan, Armenia and the Russian
Federation. Protecting the state border is an honorable, difficult and heavy duty and often requires sacrifice and risks
to be taken by each border guard. One of the forms of encouragement and appreciation is awarding the border guards
with badges, medals and medallions. The badges and medals of the Interior Ministry’s Border Police Department
stand out for their sophisticated designs, bearing the Georgian national elements. The artistic side, values and status
of these awards are in compliance with the laws and in line with modern European phaleristic trends. The first award
— a,,memorable medal* of a border guard was made in 1999 at the Tbilisi Mint. Currently the following awards are
used for the promotion and encouragement of border guards:
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- Medal ,,For Meritorious Service in Border Forces™ - I, II and III degrees;
- Jubilee Medal ,,The border forces of Georgia are 10 years old*;

- Jubilee Badge ,,Border forces are 10 years old*;

- Badge ,,Honorable Border Guard*;

- Badge ,,Veteran Border Guard*;

- Badge ,,Coast Guard 1998-2008*;

- Jubilee Medal “Coast Guard is 10 years old*;

- Jubilee Badge ,,Border Aviation - 15 years®;

XVIII CENTURY POTTERY WITH BAGRATIONI COAT OF ARMS
GEORGI LOBZHANIDZE

The article deals with one museum exhibit on display in the Museum of Archaeology of Moscow. The exhibit is a
part of a dinner set, which once belonged to Georgian Bagrationi princes living in Moscow. The pottery is decorated
with Bagrationi Coat of Arms and according to the museum description, was made at the Moscow pottery factory
of A.K. Grebenshthikov, between 1749-1773.

The head of the Georgian community in Moscow at the time was son of Georgian king Vakhtang VI, Giorgi Bagra-
tioni (1712 - 1786). We can assume that it was him, who ordered production of such a nice attribute of luxury, more
typical for western European aristocracy.

The Coat of Arms itself resembles the Georgian State Emblem of the time, with a difference that territorial symbols
— depiction of Saint George and/or the Seamless Robe of Jesus are missing.

KUTAISI MUNICIPAL TREASURY CHEQUES (1921)
NIKO JAVAKHISHVILI

The article mentions that after the invasion of the Red Army of Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, in
February of 24 of 1921 the government of the Georgian Democratic Republic moved from Tbilisi to Kutaisi.

As the banished Georgian authorities tried to turn Kutaisi into the springboard, they needed a considerable financial
basis, so early in March, 1921 Kutaisi municipal treasury issued the cheques with value of 50.000 and 100.000
roubles. However, they were not put into circulation, as the Georgian authorities soon left Kutaisi for Batumi, and
latter for France.

THE HISTORY OF CHRIST’S TUNIC ON THE COAT OF ARMS OF GEORGIAN ROYAL DYNASTY
DAVID KLDIASHVILI
The depiction of the Christ’s tunic on the Coat of Arms of Georgian Royal dynasty Bagrationi occurred in the XVII

century due to misconceptions in Georgia, which, in turn, played a positive role in the development of Georgian
heraldry.
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