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I THE RESUME

The present National Flag and National Emblem have been designed in the first decade of
the XXI century based on historic documents. They reflect interesting heraldry traditions accumu-
lated during many century of the Georgian State.

The first heraldic specimen is connected with the name of King Vakhtang VI. After King Er-
ekle II, all emblems of the Bagrationi royal family and emblems of other nobilities were created in
Russia, as Russia had annexed the kingdom of Georgia together with all its dependents by force,
though the emblems were still based on the Georgian historic basis.

The emblems created in this period reflect Georgian reality and represent perfect heritage of
the Georgian heraldry.

With the establishing of the soviet power, heraldry as many other sciences disappeared, as so
called “Soviet emblems “ were enforced in the country.

During 1918 — 21 the Parliament of the Democratic Republic of Georgia produced and ad-
opted the Georgian national symbols in a very short period of time.

After the elections, in October 1990 the Supreme Soviet of Georgia rehabilitated the national
symbols of the 1918-21 Georgian Democratic Republic in a new edition.

In 1993 discussion was launched concerning the Georgian traditional symbols, and the Com-
mission for Establishing the Georgian National Symbols was formed.

On June 9, 1999 the Georgian Parliament supported the idea of changing the national sym-
bols and adopted a decree (2069- IIS) “On Georgian National Symbols.” Only in 2004 implementa-
tion of the Decree started.

On January 14, 2004 President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili addressed the Parliament of
the country with his legal initiative : the draft of the Organic Law “On the Georgian National Flag”
and so called “Flag-Cross” was restored which during many centuries was called a five-cross-
flag.

On May 21, 2004 the Georgian National Anthem “Freedom” was first performed (verse by
David Magradze, music my Yoseb Kechakmadze).

Then the Georgian National Emblem should be changed.

President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili made a decision and on March 2, 2004 , “A Tem-
porary National Commission for Exploration of National Symbols Problems and Elaboration of
Suggestions “ (Decree #76) was issued, that should organize a competition to select the best
standards of the Georgian National Emblem and the Emblem Motto.

The National Commission worked in two directions:

1) to prepare the rules of “ The Georgian National Emblem and the Emblem Motto Compe-
tition”,

2) to prepare the draft of the Organic Law “On the Georgian National Emblem.”

On April 14, 2004 The Competition on National Emblem standard was announced in the
print-press and the TV.

31 applicants appealed the National Emblem Standard Selection Commission and 20 appli-
cants participated in the National Emblem Motto Competition.

As a result of the first discussion, the Commission selected 15 National Emblem

Competition specimens and 11 National Emblem Motto Competition specimens for further
discussion.

Based on the decision of the National Commission (Prot. #8, as of May 12), the selected 15
National Emblem Competition specimens and 11 National Emblem Motto Competition specimens
were exhibited for public discussion during May 14-17.

On May 15 the National Commission discussed every specimen of the 15 National Emblem
Competition participants and the 11 National Emblem MottoCompetition participants and sug-
gested to choose 6 specimens out of 15 National Emblem specimens and 6 National Emblem
Motto specimens for final decision by the Jury..

53 Il



Later on May 17 the Commission selected two specimens out of 6 National Emblem Competi-
tion participants with the codes 37437 and 34747. The Commission prepared summary conclu-
sions on these two drafts and passed them to the Jury.

The National Emblem Motto Jury was held on May 18. The Jury verdict was to present to the
President of Georgia the National Emblem Motto drafts: “We are strong in unity”, with codes 11107
and 16343.

On May 19 The National Emblem Jury decided: to offer the President of Georgia the National
Emblem draft with the code 34747, with notes and corrections expressed by the Jury.

On May 20, 2004 the Commission organized the public meeting with the authors of the Na-
tional Emblem Motto specimen Valery Bakhtadze and Tamaz Nanitashvili.

On May 20, 2004, in order to select the winner of the National Emblem Competition, in public,
in the presence of mass-media, the sealed envelope with the code 34747 was opened, present-
ing the information on the author. Mamuka Gongadze was the winner of the National Emblem
Competition.

The National Commission was presented the electronic version of the National Emblem draft
after it was altered by the author in accordance with the Jury notes.

On May 21, 2004 presentation of the winner draft of the National Emblem was held for mass-
media.

On May 21, 2004 the Organic Law draft “On the National Emblem of Georgia” and the best
standard of the National Emblem, selected by the Jury, were passed to the President’s administra-
tion.

The President of Georgia passed the Organic Law draft “On the National Emblem of Georgia”
and the winner draft of the National Emblem to the Parliament of Georgia.

On May 25, 2004 a special session of the Parliament of Georgia was held with only one point
on the agenda: “On the National Emblem of Georgia.” The discussion, the National Commission,
the members of the Parliament and the author of the winner draft participating, resulted in consen-
sus: to take the winner draft of the National Emblem as a basis. The components of the emblem
should be retained : the shield, the crown, the shield bearers, the motto, the flora decorations. The
main detail - the heraldic shield — should be one figure element. The priority of being inscribed on
it should be given to the figure of St. George. This way, the National Emblem will be a heraldic suc-
cessor of the Prince Vakhushti National Emblem of 1735 and follow the main principle of heraldry
— the succession.

On October 1, 2004 The Georgian Parliament adopted and approved the organic Law of
Georgia “On the National Emblem of Georgia.”

Now time came to produce the Standard of the National Emblem.

The Heraldry Commission made a decision that standards of the National Emblem be pro-
duced in England, namely, in London, as the Head of the Great Britain Heraldry Collegium Mr.
Peter Guin-Jones, a famous heraldry designer, expressed his readiness to support the Georgian
heraldry school. The author of the National Emblem Mamuka Gongadze produced the National
Emblem of Georgia and the miner National Emblem standards in the London Heraldry Collegium.

Following the advice of the British Heraldry designers, the author Mamuka Gongadze made
some alterations in the drawing of the Emblem: on the bow of the Emblem, at the beginning and
the end of the motto inscription, heraldic crosses of azure color were added.

The alteration fixed some elements of the National Flag on the National Emblem and it
caused some changes in the Organic Law of Georgia “On the National Emblem of Georgia”. The
changes were made in the description of the Emblem (the changes were approved by the Parlia-
ment of Georgia on June 3, 2005 , Decree# 1549).

The standards of the National Emblem of Georgia and the miner National Emblem produced
in Great Britain are signed by the President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili and kept at the Heraldry
National Council, the Parliament of Georgia.

To finalize the alteration process of National Emblem of Georgia, it was necessary to produce
its volumetrical pattern in the relevant material.

In accordance with the Georgian Governmental Decree (#65, as of February 9, 2006), “The
Implementation Group for Producing the Georgian National Emblem Standard Based on the Inter-
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national Heraldry Standards” was established.

The production process of the Georgian National Emblem standard was supervised by the
Author of the Emblem Mr. Mamuka Gongadze.

The production process of the Georgian National Emblem standard started in Amsterdam
Royal Mint in March, 2006 and finished in February, 2007.

The Netherlands Royal Mint Director Mr. Maarten Brouwer appointed

Mr. Ger Bargeman as a supervisor of the Georgian National Emblem production.

The Mint principles and the author came to the agreement to invite Mr. Dick Hegeman, a fa-
mous designer, to produce volumetrical standard of the National Emblem.

The standard was approved in September, 2006.

The volumetrical standards of the National Emblem and the miner Emblem were molded and
covered with the valuable metal and enamel in the Netherlands Mint and on September 18, 2006
were delivered to Georgia.

In February, 2007 the National Emblem and the minor Emblem volumetrical standards in
one color were finally molded in the Netherlands Mint.

The Presidential Administration of Georgia and the Georgian Government were active partici-
pants of the process of preparing the volumetrical standards and their transportation to Georgia.

The Heraldry Commission experienced a great support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia, of the Georgian Embassy diplomats in Benelux countries, the National Bank of Georgia,
the Georgian Airlines and others.

The Competition for Selection of the National Emblem
of Georgia and the National Emblem Motto

The Heraldry Council under the Georgian Parliament offers sincerest thanks to:

Heraldry Associations of Great Britain, Netherlands. France, Ukraine, Russia, Sweden, Belgium,
Latvia, Germany for expert advice on the National Emblem Competition winner project.

We are also grateful to:

Mr. Maarten Brouwer, Netherlands Royal Mint Director;

Mr. Ger Bargeman, Head of the Research and Development Department of the
Netherlands Royal Mint, Chief Manager of the Georgian Na-
tional Emblem Implementation Project

Mr.Rene J.R.van Dijk, Marketing and Sales Manager of the NRM

Mr. Dick Hegeman, the designer;

Mr. Peter Guin-Jones, Head of the Great Britain Heraldry Collegium

Mr. John Ferguson, Head of the Heraldry Designers Association of Great Britain
Mr. Elvin Jeremiah, Honorable Head of the Heraldry Association of Great Britain

for their active support in the implementation of the project.
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